
 

City of Cedar Rapids 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, August 17, 2022 
3:00 p.m. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Councilmember Poe, Councilmember Vanorny, and Councilmember Hoeger  
 
1. Approval of Minutes 
Councilmember Hoeger motioned to approve the minutes from July 20, 2022. Seconded by Councilmember 
Vanorny. The motion carried.  

 
2. Presentation 

a. Czech Village New-Bohemia Redevelopment 
Jennifer Pratt shared a presentation on the Czech Village New-Bohemia Redevelopment. She shared images 
of the Czech Village/New Bohemia boundaries; Bohemia Commercial National Historic District; Czech 
Village-New Bohemia Self-Supported Municipal Improvement District (SSMID); The District: Czech 
Village & New Bohemia; and Bohemian Viable Business District. Pratt provided some details about each 
boundary. She mentioned that the City held a summit in 2017/2018 for the Czech Village – New Bohemia 
area to gather everyone together to assist in creating the Czech Village- NewBo Action Plan. Pratt discussed 
the redevelopment master plan and the types of development that would be allowed. The plan sets the vision 
for the area. Pratt shared a map of the phase plan for when the City-Owned Property would be actively 
marketed. The map shows three phases ranging from withing year to 5+years. Pratt shared a map of the 
new road construction that is going into the area from 2023 to 2026. Lastly, Pratt shared a map of the bicycle 
connectivity in the area.  
 
Councilmember Hoeger had a question regarding if a specific property was located in a specific boundary; 
Pratt responded. Councilmember Vanorny had questions related to a specific property regarding citizen’s 
request for an entertainment space in that location but was told that due to flood control no development 
would be allowed, but now it shows row houses; Pratt responded. Councilmember Poe asked for 
clarification regarding C Street boundaries; Pratt responded. Councilmember Poe was appreciative of the 
city-owned property active marketing map. Councilmember Vanorny had further comments and questions 
related to the Flood Control Map and Flood Insurance; Pratt responded.  
 
 
3. Recommendation Items 

a. Age-Friendly Action Plan 
Stephanie Schrader shared a presentation on the Age-Friendly Action Plan. She shared the timeline of the 
Action Plan from when it started in October 2019 to Summer 2022. Schrader presented the 8 Comment 
Themes Summary: (1) Housing; (2) Health & Community Services; (3) Outdoor Spaces & Buildings; (4) 
Social Participation; (5) Transportation; (6) Respect & Inclusion; (7) Communication & Information; (8) 
Civic Participation & Employment. She shared the development of goals and actions for the plan. She 



mentioned how the goals and actions highlight strategies to support affordable, accessible housing; support 
sustainable mobility and active transportation; and new engagement and connection opportunities. Schrader 
presented the story map of the Age-Friendly Action Plan. Lastly, she mentioned after Development 
Committee’s review; in September 2022 it will go before City Council for consideration.  
 
Councilmember Vanorny stated that AARP stopped marketing for a certain age and now is Age-Friendly. 
She appreciates this plan and is excited to see it in action and mentioned that it will set us apart from other 
communities. Councilmember Hoeger shared his concern for more exercise opportunities for the 65+ 
population. Councilmember Poe had questions regarding a multigenerational center; Schrader responded 
that the feasibility study should reveal what people are really looking for.  Councilmember Poe strongly 
stressed the need for a multigenerational center.  
 
Councilmember Vanorny motioned the Development Committee supports the adoption of the draft Age-
Friendly Action Plan by City Council. Seconded by Councilmember Poe. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
4. Updates 

a. ReLeaf Zoning Code 
Jeff Wozencraft shared a presentation on the ReLeaf Zoning Code; he did mention that this plan is still in 
progress. He stated that the City lost 650,000 trees in the 2020 Derecho and the ReLeaf Plan was adopted 
by City Council in February 2022. The Plan outlines approach to both public and private tree replacement; 
prioritizes corridors for plantings to ensure equitable canopy; educational materials for residents – species 
and watering; and recommendations for City code updates. Wozencraft even shared the accomplishments 
to date. Wozencraft stated that the ReLeaf Plan has zoning code updates related to street trees, parking lot 
landscaping, tree mitigation, and tree warranties. Furthermore, he stated that additional city code updates 
for enforcement plan for ongoing maintenance and required coordination of burying utility and 
communication wires. Wozencraft elaborated on the recommendation for street tree spacing, increasing 
parking lot landscaping, and tree mitigation related to canopy and specimen replacement. Wozencraft 
displayed images of the current parking lot landscaping recommendation and the recommended, as well as, 
the canopy replacement recommendation and specimen replacement recommendation.  He also shared some 
additional recommendations for the ReLeaf Plan; including, 2-year survival warranties for trees in new 
developments, replanting process, and potential ordinance replated to electrical and communication wires. 
Wozencraft stated that an inter-departmental City Team continues to refine design requirements and code 
language which will be previewed and discussed with local developers and consultant representatives. Any 
proposed changes will be presented to Development Committee for recommendation to City Council. 
 
Councilmember Hoeger had questions regarding if the new requirements would be for public or private 
properties. Wozencraft replied that these would be for public property. Councilmember Hoeger had positive 
comments and welcomed the new recommended parking lot landscaping. Councilmember Vanorny has 
concerns regarding existing developments and their parking lot landscaping. She would also like to see 
more pollinators and trees planted in ROWs, Parks, and other City-owned properties to help with water 
issues. Councilmember Poe had questions regarding the parking lot landscaping if they would be applied 
to new or existing developments. Wozencraft stated that these would be for new developments. 
Councilmember Poe also shared her excitement for the street tree spacing. She also had concerns regarding 
the specimen replacement recommendation.  
 
 
5. Public Comment 
None. 
 
6. Future Discussion Items 
Councilmember Hoeger:  



• None 
Councilmember Vanorny: 

• Aquatics Center Need and partnering with CRSCD 
Councilmember Poe: 

• None 
 
Councilmember Vanorny moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:59 pm. Seconded by Councilmember Hoeger. 
The motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Cannon, Administrative Assistant 
Community Development & Planning Department 


